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Amendments to the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 17, 26-41, and 44-49, amend Claims 10, 12, 18-20, and 23-25, and 
add new claims 50-54 as follows: 

1 . (Previously Presented) A card-flipping device for turning a card over in a card printer, 
comprising: 

a card-carrier unit for transporting the card in a vertical direction, the unit slidably 
attached to a vertical guide rail mounted to the frame of the printer, and the unit including at least 
one rotatable flip guide for holding the card; 

a motor driven means coupled to the card-canier unit for moving the unit in ascending 
and descending directions along the vertical guide rail; and 

an actuator assembly, comprising: 

(i) a rotatable cam arm connected to said rotatable flip guide, the arm being 
capable of moving in ascending and descending directions with the card-carrier 
unit, 

(ii) a spring biasing means, 

(iii) a pair of sliding flip stop members, the members being in a first position, 
wherein the ascending cam arm engages a flip stop member and a force exerted 
by a spring means causes the cam arm to rotate 1 80 degrees, thereby turning the 
card over; and 

(iv) a pair of sliding flip stop actuator levers, wherein the descending cam aim of 
the card-carrier unit engages an actuator lever, thereby causing the flip stop 
members to slide from the first position to a second position. 

2. (Original) The card-flipping device of claim 1, wherein the card-ciirrier unit has a U- 
shaped structure comprising an upper wall portion and two extending sidewull portions. 

3. (Previously Presented) The card-flipping device of claim 1 , wherein there are two 
rotatable flip guides including an inner flip guide and an outer flip guide, the inner flip guide 
being connected to the cam arm, and the outer flip being connected to a shaft. 
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4. (Previously Presented) The card-flipping device of claim 1, wherein the rotatable flip 
guide includes an azimuth adjuster that engages said rotatable flip guide and slides upwardly and 
downwardly within a vertical adjuster channel. 

5. (Previously Presented) The card-flipping device of claim 1 , wherein there are two 
rotatable flip guides, wherein each rotatable flip guide comprises a first elongated side frame 
member and a second elongated side frame member that are spaced apart to define a card- 
retaining channel there between, 

the first side frame member having an inner edge with a substantially concave central 
portion, and the second side frame member having an inner edge with a substantially convex 
central portion for gripping the card with the card-retaining channel. 

6. (Original) The card-flipping device of claim 1 , wherein the printer is a thermal card 

printer. 

7. (Previously Presented) A thermal card printer apparatus, comprising: 

a) a print station for thermally printing indicia on a surface of a card substrate; 

b) a linear transport system for transporting the card beneath the print station, the linear 

transport system comprising: 

(i) a carriage for receiving the card, wherein the surface of the card to be printed 

faces upwards in the carriage; 

(ii) a linear guide means for guiding the carriage along the linear guide means; 
and 

(iii) a reversible drive means for driving the carriage along the linear guide - 
means; and 

c) a card-flipping device for turning the card over, the card-flipping device comprising: 
a card-carrier unit for transporting the card in a vertical direction, the unit slidably 

attached to a vertical guide rail mounted to the frame of the printer, and the \init including at least 
one rotatable flip guide for holding the card; 
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a motor drive means coupled to the card-carrier unit for moving the unit in ascending and 
descending directions along the vertical guide rail; and 
an actuator assembly, comprising: 

(i) a rotatable cam arm connected to the card-carrier unit and said rotatable flip 
guide, the aim being capable of moving in ascending and descending directions 
with the card-carrier unit, 

(ii) spring biasing means, 

(iii) a pair of sliding flip stop members, the members being in a first position, 
wherein the ascending cam arm engages a flip stop member and a force exerted 
by a spring means causes the cam arm to rotate 180 degrees, thereby turning the 
card over; and 

(iv) a pair of sliding flip stop actuator levers, wherein the descending cam arm of 
the card-carrier unit engages an actuator lever, thereby causing the flip stop 
members to slide from the first position to a second position. 

8. (Original) The thermal card printer apparatus of claim 7, further comprising a card- 
cleaning assembly for cleaning debris from a surface of the card. 

9. (Original) The thermal card printer apparatus of claim 7, further comprising a 
laminating assembly for laminating a film to a surface of the card. 

10. (Currently Amended) A device for use with a printer for reorienting media used by 
the printer, comprising: 

a frame comprising at least one guide rail extending relative to a defined media path of a 

printer; 

a carrier unit slidably coupled to said guide rail for transporting the media in a first 
direction and in an opposite direction along said guide rail; 

at least one rotatable flip guide coupled to said carrier unit for holding the media; and 
at least one flip stop member adjacent said guide rail, 
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wherein when said carrier unit slides along said guide rail, said said flip stop member 
passively interacts with said rotatable flip guide causing said rotatable flip guide to rotate thereby 
reorienting the media located in said carrier unit, 

wherein said flip stop member is locatable in bot h an ex tended and a r etracted position 
relative to said guide rail wherein in the ex tended position said fib stop member interacts with 
said rotatable flip guide as said carrier unit slides along said guide rail to thereby reorient said 
rotatable flip guide . 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 10, wherein said carrier unit 
further comprises a cam arm coupJed to said rotatable flip guide, wherein when said carrier unit 
slides along said guide rail said cam arm contacts said flip stop member causing said cam arm 
and rotatable flip guide to rotate thereby reorienting the media located in said carrier unit. 

12. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim II ±0 further comprising a biasing 
member coupled to and exerting a force on said cam arm for assisting in rotation of said cam 
arm. 

13. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 10 further comprising a biasing 
member coupled to and exerting a force on said rotatable flip guide for assisting in rotation of 
said rotatable flip guide. 

14. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 10 further comprising motor 
driven means coupled to said carrier unit for moving the unit in the first and opposed directions. 

15. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 10, wherein said carrier unit 
further comprises two flip guides for holding the media. 

16. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 10, wherein said carrier unit 
further comprises a shaft connected to said flip guide for rotating the flip guide and an adjustable 
friction means connected to said shaft to dampen oscillations in said carrier unit 

17. (Canceled). 
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18. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 10 1? further comprising an 
actuator adjacent to said guide rail for placing said flip stop member in either the extended 
position or the retracted position. 

19, (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 10 comprising forusewitha 
printer for reorienting media used bv the pri nter, comprising: 

a frame comprising at least one guide rail extending r elative to a defined media path of a 

printer: 

a carrier unit slidablv coupled to said guide rail for transporting the media in a first 
direction and in an opposite directio n along said guide rail; 

at least one rotatable flip guide coupled to said carrier unit for holding the m edia; 

a pair of flip stop members spaced apart from each other, wherein said flip stop members 
are beatable in both extended and retracted positions, wherein one of said flip stop members is 
in an extended position for interacting with said rotatable flip guide and the other of said flip stop 
members is in a retracted position to avoid interaction with said rotatable flip guide-as-sai4 
carrier unit slides along said guid e ra a a 

wherein when said carrier unit slides along said guide rail said flip stop member 
passively interacts with said rotatable flip guide causin g said rotatable flip guide to rotate thereby 
reorienting the media located in said carrier unit. 

20, (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 19 i& further comprising an 
actuator adjacent said guide rail for placing said flip stop members in either tbe extended 
position or the retracted position, 

21. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 20, wherein said actuator is 
connected to said frame and said frame is slidably connected to said flip stop members, such that 
when said carrier unit contacts said actuator, said frame slides relative to said flip stop members 
to place one of said flip stop members in an extended position and the other of said flip stop 
members in a retracted position. 
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22. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 18, wherein said actuator is 
connected to said frame and said frame is slidably connected to said flip stop member, such that 
when said carrier unit contacts said actuator, said frame slides relative to said flip stop member 
thereby placing said flip stop member into a retracted position. 

23. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 11, wh e r e in - tk ere-afe for use with 
a printer for reorienting media used by the p rinter comprising: 

a frame comprising at least one guide rail extending relative to a defiped media path of a 

printer; 

a carrier unit slidablv coupled to said guide rail for transporti ng the media in a first 
direction and in an opposite direction along said guide rail; 

at least one flip stop member adjacent said guide rail; 
a^cam aim; 

two rotatable flip guides for holding the media, wherein one of said flip guides is an inner 
flip guide coupled to said cam arm, and the other flip guide is an outer flip guide coupled to a 
shaft; 

wherein when said earner unit slides along said guide rail said cam_arm contacts said fl i p 
stop member causing said cam arm and rotatable fl ip guides to rotate thereby reorienting the 
media located in said carrier unit 

24. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 10, for use with a printer for 
reorienting media used by the printer^ comprising: 

a frame comprising at least one guide rail extending relative to a defined media path of a 

printer; 

a carrier unit slidablv coupled to said guide rail for transp orting the media in a first 
direction and in an opposite direction along sa id guide rail: 

at least one rotatable flip guide coupled to said carrier unit for hol ding the media; and 
at least one fl i p stop member adjace nt said guide rail, 
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wherein when said carrier uni t slides along said guide Tail, said flip stop member 
passively interacts with said rotatable flip gui d e causing said rotatable flip guide to rotate thereby 
reorienting the media located in said carrier unit 

wherein said frame further comprises a guide channel extending relative to the defined 
media path of a printer and substantially parallel with said guide rail, and said carrier unit further 
comprises an azimu th adjuster locatable in said guide channel to adjust the azimuth of said 
rotatable flip guide as it slides along said guide rail. 

25. (Currently Amended) A device aeeerdmg te eteitH ] 0, wherein di e r e- ar e- for use with 
a printer for reorienting media used by the printer, comprising: 

a frame comprising at least one guide rail extending relativ e to a defined media path of a 

printer. 

a carrier unit slidablv coupled to said guide rail for transportin g the media in a first 
direction and in an opposite direction along said guide rail: 

at least one rotatable flip guide coupled to said carrier unit for holding the media; and 

at least t wo rotatable flip guides for holding the media, wherein each ttip guide comprises 
a first elongated side frame member and a second elongated side frame member that are spaced 
apart to define a media-retaining channel there between, the first side frame member having an 
inner edge with a substantially concave central portion, and the second side frame member 
having an inner edge with a substantially convex central portion for gripping the media with the 
media-retaining channel^ 

wherein when said carrier unit slides along said guide r ail, said flip stop member 
passively interacts with said rotatable flip guide causing said rotatable fljp^uide to rotate thereby 
reorienting the media located in said carrier unit 

Claims 26-41 . (Canceled). 

42. (Previously Presented) A device for use with a printer for reorienting media used by 
the printer, comprising: 
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a frame comprising at least one guide rail extending relative to a defined media path of a 

printer; 

a carrier unit slidably coupled to said guide rail for transporting the media in a first 
direction and in an opposite direction along said guide rail; 

at least one rotatable flip guide coupled to said carrier unit for holding the media; and 
a pair flip stop members adjacent said guide rail spaced apart from each other, wherein 
said flip stop members are locatable in both extended and retracted positions, wherein one of said 
flip stop members is in an extended position for interacting with said rotatable flip guide and the 
other of said flip stop members is in a retracted position to avoid interacting with said rotatable 
flip guide as said carrier unit slides along said guide rail, and wherein when said carrier unit 
slides along said guide rail, said carrier unit contacts said flip stop member located in the 
extended position causing said rotatable flip guide to rotate thereby reorienting the media. 

43. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 42 further comprising an actuator 
adjacent said guide rail for placing said flip stop members in either the extended position or the 
retracted position, wherein said actuator is connected to said frame and said frame is slidably 
connected to said flip stop members, such that when said carrier unit contacts said actuator, said 
frame slides relative to said flip stop members to place one of said flip stop members in an 
extended position and the other of said flip stop members in a retracted position, 

44-49, (Canceled). 

50. (New) A device according to claim 19, wherein said carrier unit further comprises a 
cam arm coupled to said rotatable flip guide, wherein when said carrier unit slides along said 
guide rail said cam arm contacts said flip stop member causing said cam arm and rotatable flip 
guide to rotate thereby reorienting the media located in said carrier unit. 

51. (New) A device according to claim 19 further comprising a biasing member coupled 
to and exerting a force on said rotatable flip guide for assisting in rotation of said rotatable flip 
guide. 
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52. (New) A device according to claim 23 further comprising a biasing member coupled 
to and exerting a force on said rotatable flip guide for assisting in rotation of said rotatable flip 
guide. 

53. (New) A device according to claim 23 further comprising: 

a pair of flip stop members spaced apart from each other, wherein said flip stop members 
are locatable in both extended and retracted positions, wherein one of said flip stop members is 
in an extended position for interacting with said rotatable flip guides and the other of said flip 
stop members is in a retracted position to avoid interaction with said rotatable flip guides, 

wherein when said carrier unit slides along said guide rail, said flip stop member 
passively interacts with said rotatable flip guide causing said rotatable flip guide to rotate thereby 
reorienting the media located in said carrier unit 

54. (New) A device according to claim 53 further comprising an actuator adjacent said 
guide rail for placing said flip stop members in either the extended position or the retracted 
position. 
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